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how is it fenfible, fince it often iffedds ie Eye 
with offence ¢ | 
Aniw, i kat Ligktisa real Body,or which is the fame, 
tha* the J urtteles whicir ft Ike on the Eye in fucha 
manner as to produce fuch a Len, ioe are Corporeal, 
isnow, we think, generally held : That ‘tis nota 
quality, an acctdenty or meer mo tification only, feems 
to ke rt plain trom its firft Crigmd, for it had 
a Peciitir Creation 3 God fant let there be Light ancl 
there wa : 


gkt, which looks toogreat tor an accidtent, 
Or imper‘ect, precarious being. But tho it be /0./y, 
tis doubtleis the moft refia‘d part of Bods Pure ather, 
it may be, if we know what that Was, May, the very 
efflarefecnce, and (ir we might here ufe the word ) 
Spirits, Ffjence, or Tintture, ef tt her, and if Aristesle 
had made this his Cuéats2 Filcatia, he might hay 
come nearer the Truth chan in making ita meer ac- 
cident. Now the parts of it mult be fupposd cx- 
treaimly fine ; much finer than tne pore t }P are 
Air through which it pajjés, which we know not eli . 
how it coud do; fince otherwile t! iofe fubftar 
wou'd terminate and refift it. An! ’tis the me I in 
ail other Diaphanous fubftances, tho of never fo clofe 
a contexture: The Rays of Light,the Sux-beams thems 
fies, which we know are Sods, becaule we can cen- 
tra@ or dslate ’em, we are yet as fure, do pa/s through 
the Pores of Glafs, unlefs there*s fomething fix'd on 
the contrary fide, to ftop their Journy, in which 
cafe they are forc‘dto bend bark like the Smerd when 
a pafs is made againft any bagi! fubfiance, and fome- 
times fy in Shivers, as th vill do, which if you 
pleafe you may call Refledio in ‘and Refraction. Day 
can find us, as wellas we fee that at a litile / ole, and 
ita &s the Eye with pleafure as well as offence, unlefls 
in Owls and other Birds of Ni¢ht ; and we con per- 
ceive it in fome meafure, even through our clojed &) 
lids, and ‘tis we think unacecuntable how any thing 
but a real Jelf-fubjifting beirg fhor'd make fuch a vivid 
Imprefion on our pay There may perhaps be 
an obje@tion made from that Zfgit we tancy we fee 
fometimes inthe dark, or when we receive a blow on 
the Eye: But what if this fhou‘d only be an actual 
fribing Fire. The exeita ition we mean, of fome real 
particle of Light, lurking in ‘ome of the Avumours of 
the Eye, which we doubt not do contain a fort of a 
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feen procee:ling from 
Beafts, wher firok’d in the night: and we have brown 
it alfo in mens and the denis Lambers which hasbeen 
feea on feveral perfon‘s A’esds, we are apt co ci 1k is 
no other. However, we have our {¢ Ives experiencd, 
on 3 enfe reading, efpecially by Candie- Light, together 
with a heat tendernefs or the Eye, Exprefiion of 
Watera mighty glazing Light, fren returiting, and re- 
maining for { metime withia the Organ, which we 
have fometimes fancy’d did not fo much arife trom an 
over-texfion of the optic Nerve, by which fome pere 
haps wou'd folve it, as from fome accidental Chymi- 
cal preparation of nature, like that we have already 
mention d. 
ueft, 2. Whether Darknefs be a per being, or 
« meer Privation of Light ? 
An{r. Arifiosle i is juftly blam* d, even by thofe who 
ave otherwife a great and a juft « fee for him, for 
making DPrivesiona Principle, for whatdo we mean 


by a jrincipls of any thing, but shat of which ‘tis 
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incapavle of receiving fuch or fuch a Form as Nega- 
tion Of frebrtoa fiexe, the other to a capable { IDiect, 
tho either yet i ‘dinto it, o : (?- 
tedoinggtic » as Ssiedneys in One who cither hes for- 
merly jeen, or has a natural power of teeing, tho the 

Ej 10 Ja iV te iome-wa bfir rudiecd. Noi i t} i 2 rj. 


witicn isnot known by the Jenjes, by which not hing 
can be known but a p.jitive and resi being. But Park. 
ne‘s isnot perceiv'd rru’y and pofirk rely, but es Nv- 
gatively, a the Jateled collc@s the 
| I by, becauf: th S lic shr, wh n vi shely 
perceive nothing Vi ed lon't deny but Privatton does 
Ofrentimes connote fome rea 
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ical 
evil, which is privation of Good, does yet ¢ 
include tome aion, which muft be pofrive, and fo 
Clofeiy include it that we cannot but mentally (epsrate 


trom it, and that rather jreciively, with a Metaphyfie 
cal gitcpen than Negatively, 1 tndeogs may 
} ive i often has fornicth ne ij Ce S Bs 
and which one hn almoft call tthe very Form of it, 
s the Guttae Serena, Or Drop-Serenz, a Mr, Milton ex 


scclanental ihe it, nottoadila fhe, a Slow or fe- 


veral other accidents, becaufe only Transfert, and ra- 
ther the caufe ot blmduejs than the thing it felf, as 
indeed is the former, the much more intimately unt- 
ted with it, and edging as far into the Effere ‘of itas 
‘tis pofible tor a being into no Being. $o in dark 
nefs, in which feems to be boih a Logical and Physical 
privation into different fences, as it notes the abjence 
of a future Form, Light. which will be inthe Air as 
foon as day returns, tis Phyf-al, as the abfeace of the 
fame Formtomlider‘d as pat. — the Sun is fet, tis 
rather Logual. But there has been Dirkn/; lome- 
thing more pofitive than ti inci the r of thefe coniide- 
rations, tho that, we confefs, fiupernatural, a ag if 
you pleate,a Tranjeendontal: Darbnejs, as perhaps that 
was at the Death of our Saviour. And as we are at 

certain’d from Scripture of that of Fespt, of which 
the Author of the Book of Wi dom, ele, 17, Ve 14 

Say., “ that itcame upon ’em from the fettom of ine 
“ evittile Hell an Image of that darknefs which 
“ fhou'd afterwards receive them. Where Mr. Cow- 
fey had chat noble bint in his Plagues of Feypr, Where- 
ia he Fancies “that the darknelS of Hell below, 
“ which is calld utter Darbae{s over-thadow A the 
*€ Land: moft probable it f{eeims that rwas fome 
black, thick,asd damp Vapour, whic h fill’d all the 
Air. But hear his own incomp arable Verie, (one Line 
of which has more tence in‘t then a d zen of our 
New lays faggated up together.) Plagues of 
Egypt. dtdnzd, 13. 


From the deep baleful Caves of fel? below 
Where the old Yorher Night does grow, 
Subftantial Night, that does difclains 

Privariot s emp y name 
Through fecret Conduits mot iftrous fhapes arofe 
Such as the Sun‘s whole force cou‘d not eppofe ; 
They with a folid Clowd 
All Heavens Ectipfed Face did fhrowa 
feemd with large ings fpread o’re the Sea and 
Farth 
To brood up a new Chaos his deformed Birth, 


Queft. 3. Does it not Icok CaCpitioufly thar Motes, 
at the giving of his Law fo ‘the Jews, woud ret 


Suffer any of ‘°mto come near the Mount, bur plac'd 


Barriers mel it, and charg‘d ‘em on pain of Death 


uot t9 touck bt, or approach it, adding as & Reason. ; 
Jha 


alge 


if acy of the people fhou'd brea through t9 gare, 


hofe great wonders which Mozs had be- 


Atjm@. The viltble and undeniable Hand of God 
t 23 

rOugn hae . as well 
PA appearance of God himielf on the 
Mount, in fuch a manner as cou‘d not be deceit, 
in the prefence of fo many hundreds of Thoujards 
cou‘d certainly leave no room for the leaft /u/- 
pition of praBtce and Impofition, on the people in 
the foremention‘d Inftance. That oly Ground was 
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diftincuith'd from profane in fuch a manner as 
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va, lawful for fome to approach and not for 
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en ght, 
e devout poflure and temper 
times, we fee in the whole Cld Teffament, and 
know that it coft the men of Bethfoeme(h very 
dear tor looking where they had nothing to do. 
All which was defign*d to teach the Fews what 
Purity and sJolinefs, both of body and mind God 
required of thet 

Queft. 4. J find inthe 12 Chap. of Heb. the Av- 
thor of it affirming shat when Moles gave the Ler, 
he [aid 10 the people * exceedingly fear and quase. 
And in another place Jannes.aed Jambres, a2 mten- 
sion’d as the Magicians which reffted kim. Neither 
of which | can dijrover in the Old Teffsmert, ray, 
whence was the sccount of thefe matters, and kore foall 

be ajjur‘d of the Truth of ‘en: ? 
Anfe. None can think that all the accidents 
which happen‘d to /irae?, from the time of their 
going into Egypt tothe fealing the Prophets, and 
cealing of fuch immediate Inipiration, were com- 
mitted to writing and many confiderabie paflages 
might be, and dowbdtlefs were handed down dy 
Tradition among them; and a very learned per- 
fon of our Church takes both thefe to be of that 
Nature, as well as Enoch*s Prophefy and the dif- 
pute of Michael and the Devil concerning the 
Body of Mofés, In the latter, that of famaes and 
Jambres, this may hold, but we humbly conceive 
there‘s no need ont in the former: There being 
frequent mention~in the Jew) writers of thefe 
two perfons, as chief of the Egyptian Magttians, 
tho their names fometimes a little alter‘d. In the 
) Talmud they are ftiled Johanne and Mamre, 
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3 aided that they faid to Maes in the Pro- 
. ‘ tiers tu iiramen in Afraim,. Thou work- 
e% wond rs here in “gopt, which is f0 fullof Mz 


‘itians already in lonsthans Chald, Paraphraie, they 
are call‘d Janis and Jaméris, In the Talmud [ocbanne 
and Mimére, In Vi. Mojis, Jane and Mambre: In 
Lib. Zochar, Jones and |cmbres, in another of their 
Books Josos and Jambros, and in one of fem Jobn 
and Ambrofe : Yhey were it feems fo famous that 
they ace mention‘d in Heathen Authors, Vumertus, 
Artaoew, and others. And fome old writers afirm 
thar they were both drown‘d with Pbaro in the 
Ped-S2a, and a Acnotaph, or empty Honorary Sspul- 
cher, afterwatds crecied tor chem: Howerer, there‘s 
no doubt but there were fuch men, and that fuch 
were their names, otherwilfe they had not been 
recorted, the Holy Spirit of God being as infalli- 
ble i> the writers of the New Teftament as he 
Wa, berore in ticm of the old. , 
For that of Mofes faying, I exceedingly Fear and 
Cuahe, there is mot, we think, any need of flying 
to the fame Tradition to explain it, becaufe if 
we are met cxtremely. miftaken as much is ex- 
mrefied inthe Old Teftamenc, for we find in Exod. 
19. 16.  *Fjs faid all the people that were in 
“the Camp trembled, and again, where ‘tis taid 
in ous Tranflation, -and in the Hebrew, (as well 
as indeed in all other except the Ardbie and that 


we are abowtto quote) ac the end of v. 18. ** The. 


whole mount qnaked grealy, the 70 read * the 
“ whole pedpic quaked greatly, having it feems read 
[tel Altem, for bob Ha-bar.]. And the very word 
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lt what's al this to Me- 
feif exceedingly fear and 
A tor if he writ the 
Book of Exams, which we kiow no sood men 
that doubt, and he {ays therein, as he doe » that 
2U the people that was in the Camp trembled ; 
and again that all the people were 4fraid even to 
ftupefaétion <2iey ois 6 Ais, and he himfelf 
was in the Camp, and one of the people, then 
he favs we think, as fairly as can be, that he him- 
felf did fear amd quake, as the Apoitie athrms of 


= 2 ee wae 


fes his faving, he dia hin 
make, we think a great deal, 
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Sag” The Latin Hiftory of the Quakers, from their 
beginning to this time lately printed at Am/terdass, 
will be publifht in a few weeks, done into Eng- 
li by an able hand.—This Aiffory has fome av- 
rious Particuharities concerning G. Fox, and feve- 
rib otoer Leaders of that Sed, 

Ss? Hasbaadry fpiritualiz‘d, or the Heavenly 
ue of Earthly things. With many pleafant ob- 
fervations, applications, and reflections, By Jobs 
Fiavelh Minifter o. the Gofpel, fecond Edition. 

_ =? Death improved, and-immoderate forrow 
tor deceafel Relations, reproved by Edm. Bury, 
Minifter of the Gofpel. 

ihe great Soul of Man, or the Soul in its like- 
nefs to God, its nature, operations, and everlaft- 
ing ftate difcourfed by Tho, Beverly, 

a>" The Certainty of the Worlds of Spirits, 
evinced by the unqueftionable Hiftorits of Ap- 
paritions and Witchcrafts, by the Reverend Mr. 
Richard Baxter, ‘ 

sa? Prayers for the ufe of private Families, 
with graces before and atter meat. 

“<> The Danger of a total and willful negle@, 
equal to the danger of unworthy receiving the 
Lords Supper, by C. ?.M. A. | 

R The Swearers Doom, or a Diftourfe of 
Rafh and Vain fwearing, by Jobx Roft, M. A. Reétor 
of Offwell in Devon-Scripture light, about the Gofpel, 
Ordinance of Baptifm; In a Letter to fome Scrupue 
lous friends about it, by a fincere lover of the Chri- 
ftian Community. 

<> Spira‘s defpair revived, being a Narration 
Of the horror and defpair of fome late finners, un- 
der the apprehentions of Death ani Judgment. By 
Join James, Minilter of the Gofpelin Kent. 

_ <> A Sermon Preached at the Funeral of that 
faithtal painful Minifter of Chrift, Mr. Riobard Chai- 
trye, by Sam. Shaw Minifter of the Golpel. 

S32 The poor mans help,and young mans Guide, 
containing doétrinal inftruétions for the right inform- 
ing of his Judgment ; Praétical Direétions for the 
zeneral courfe of his Life, and particular advices for 
the well managing of every day, &c. the fecond ®, 
dition. 

©. An argumentative and Praétical diftourfe of 
Infant Baptifm, in which the lawfulne{s is demon- 
ftrated, objeétions anfwer‘d, the ufefuinefS afferted, 
urged, and inforced, fecond Edition, thefe 2 laft by 


Wiliam Burkit, vicar of Dedham in Effex. 
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